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CLAIMS 

1 . A lancet device used for performing a lancing 
operation, said lancet device comprising: a puncture needle; 
and a sterilizer adapted to sterilize said puncture needle. 

2 . The lancet device in accordance with claim 1 , 
wherein said puncture needle is adapted to be sterilized by 
said sterilizer before or after the lancing operation. 

3. The lancet device in accordance with claim 1, 
wherein said sterilizer is a heater adapted to heat said 
puncture needle, a radiation source adapted to irradiate said 
puncture needle with an ultraviolet ray or an infrared ray # or 
a chemical agent unit adapted to apply an antiseptic solution 
to said puncture needle. 

4 . The lancet device in accordance with claim 3 , 
wherein said chemical agent unit comprises a porous body 
impregnated with the antiseptic solution and arranged such 
that said puncture needle is adapted to be insertable into 
said porous body. 

5. The lancet device in accordance with claim 4, 
wherein said puncture needle is adapted to be insertable into 
said porous body before or after the lancing operation. 

6 . The lancet device in accordance with claim 4 , 
wherein said chemical agent unit comprises an indicator lamp 
adapted to indicate a decrease in an amount of the antiseptic 
solution contained in said porous body and an antiseptic 
solution inlet adapted to provide said porous body with the 
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antiseptic solution . 

7. The lancet device in accordance with claim 1, 
wherein said sterilizer is not actuated during the lancing 
operation. 

8. A case for accommodating a lancet device, said 
case comprising: a sterilizer adapted to sterilize a puncture 
needle of the lancet device accommodated in said case. 

9 . The case for a lancet device in accordance with 
claim 8, wherein said sterilizer is a heater adapted to heat 
the puncture needle, a radiation source adapted to irradiate 
the puncture needle with an ultraviolet ray or an infrared ray, 
or a chemical agent unit adapted to apply an antiseptic 
solution to the puncture needle. 

10. The case for a lancet device in accordance with 
claim 9, wherein said chemical agent unit comprises a porous 
body impregnated with the antiseptic solution and arranged 
such that the puncture needle is adapted to be insertable into 
said porous body while the lancet device is accommodated in 
said case. 

11. The case for a lancet device in accordance with 
claim 10, wherein said chemical agent unit comprises an 
indicator lamp adapted to indicate a decrease in an amount of 
the antiseptic solution contained in said porous body and an 
antiseptic solution inlet adapted to provide said porous body 
with the antiseptic solution. 

12. The case for a lancet device in accordance with 
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claim 8, wherein said sterilizer is not actuated before the 
lancet device is accommodated in said case. 

13. A lancet device comprising: a puncture needle; a 
drive spring adapted to move said puncture needle from an 
accommodated position to a lancing position; a trigger adapted 
to release said drive spring from a compressed state to move 
said puncture needle from the accommodated position to the 
lancing position; a main casing having space for accommodating 
said puncture needle and said drive spring and having a 
puncture hole adapted to guide a tip of said puncture needle 
to an outside of said main casing; and a sterilizer adapted to 
sterilize said puncture needle. 

14. The lancet device in accordance with claim 13, 
wherein said sterilizer is integrated with said main casing. 

15. The lancet device in accordance with claim 13, 
wherein said sterilizer is fixed to a removable lid adapted to 
cover said puncture hole in said main casing. 

16. The lancet device in accordance with claim 13, 
wherein said sterilizer comprises a circuit including a 
heating element and a switch adapted to actuate said heating 
element, said switch being closed while said drive spring is 
being released. 

17. The lancet device in accordance with claim 13, 
wherein said sterilizer comprises a circuit including a 
radiation source adapted to emit an ultraviolet ray or an 
infrared ray and a switch adapted to actuate said radiation 
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source, said switch being closed while said drive spring is 
being released. 

18. The lancet device in accordance with claim 13, 
wherein said sterilizer comprises a porous body and an 
antiseptic solution impregnated in said porous body, wherein 
the tip of said puncture needle is adapted to be inserted into 
said porous body while said drive spring is being released. 

19. The case for a lancet device in accordance with 
claim 8, wherein said sterilizer comprises a circuit including 
a heating element and a switch adapted to actuate said heating 
element , said switch being closed while the lancet device is 
being accommodated in said case. 

20. The case for a lancet device in accordance with 
claim 8, wherein said sterilizer comprises a circuit including 
a radiation source adapted to emit an ultraviolet ray or an 
infrared ray and a switch adapted to actuate said radiation 
source, said switch being closed while the lancet device is 
being accommodated in said case. 

21. A method for performing a lancing operation, 
said method comprising: 

providing a puncture needle; 

extracting fluid from a living body by using the 
puncture needle; and 

sterilizing the puncture needle before or after 
performing said extracting fluid; 

wherein said sterilizing is performed by heating the 
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puncture needle, irradiating the puncture needle with an 
ultraviolet or infrared ray, or by applying an antiseptic 
solution to the puncture needle. 

22. A method for accommodating a lancet device which 
includes a puncture needle, said method comprising: 

housing the lancet device in a case; and 
sterilizing the puncture needle of the lancet device 
accommodated in the case by heating the puncture needle, 
irradiating the puncture needle with an ultraviolet or 
infrared ray, or applying an antiseptic solution to the 
puncture needle. 

23. A method for performing a lancing operation, 
said method comprising: 

providing a puncture needle; 

accommodating the puncture needle in a casing having 
a puncture hole adapted to guide a tip of the puncture needle 
to an outside of the casing; 

moving the puncture needle from an accommodated 
position to a lancing position such that the tip of the 
puncture needle is moved to the outside of the casing; 

extracting fluid from a living body by using the tip 
of the puncture needle; and 

sterilizing the puncture needle before or after 
performing said extracting fluid. 



